


Together: Ontario Youth Treble Festival

Bach Children's Chorus
Canadian Children's Opera Company
Chorus Niagara Children’s Choir
Hamilton Children's Chorus

Oakville Choir for Children & Youth
Toronto Children’s Chorus

Toronto Beaches Children’s and Youth Chorus
Young Voices Toronto

with Guest Clinician

Hyejung Jun, Conductor

Saturday, March 2nd 2024
Metropolitan United Church

56 Queen Street East

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT
We wish to acknowledge the land on which we work, perform, teach, and live on today, and
everyday. For thousands of years it has been the traditional land of the Huron-Wendat and Petun
First Nations, the Anishnabeg, the Chippewa, the Haudenosaunee, the Seneca, and most
recently, the Mississaugas of the Credit River. Today, the meeting place of Toronto is still home to
many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are all grateful to have the opportunity
to live, study, work, and make music on this land.



CONCERT PROGRAM

Greetings
Michael Denomme, Festival Coordinator

Land Acknowledgement
Maya Goodridge, Oakville Choir for Children and Youth

Canadian Children’s Opera Company
Conductor, Teri Dunn
Collaborative Pianist, Claire Harris

Four Grassi Lakes Seasons Allan Gordon Bell

Oakville Choir for Children and Youth
Conductor, Maria Conkey and Dr. Charlene Pauls
Collaborative Pianist, Cheryl Duvall

Heartbeat Kyle Pederson
Percussionist - Martin Wigle

Evening Prayer & Good-Night Engelbert Humperdinck & Matthew Emery

Young Voices Toronto
Conductor, Carole Anderson
Collaborative Pianist, Jai Eun Yoo

Noël des enfants Claude Debussy
Hymn of Acxiom Vienna Tang, arr. Robin Salkeld

Bach Children’s Choir
Conductor, Charissa Bagan
Collaborative Pianist, Carissa Neufeld

The Lake Isle of Innisfree Eleanor Daley
Butterfly Dreams Berthold Carrière

Toronto Beaches Children’s and Youth Chorus
Conductor, Bronwen Low-Scott
Collaborative Pianist, Michael Gomiega

Anang, Andrew Balfour
We Are the Voices Jim Papoulis



Chorus Niagara Children's Choir
Conductor, Amanda Nelli
Collaborative Pianist, Julie Broomer

Refuge Elaine Hagenberg

Hamilton Children’s Choir
Conductor, Melanie Tellez
Collaborative Pianist, Laura Pin

Urtegården Danish Folk song, arr. Birgitte Næslund Madsen

HCC x TCC
Conductors, Zimfira Poloz and Melanie Tellez

Tundra Ola Gjelio
Rauði riddarinn (The Red Knight) Hreiðar Ingi Thorsteinsson

Toronto Children’s Chorus
Conductors, Zimifira Poloz and Michael Denomme
Collaborative Pianist, Dakota Scott-Digout

Salve Regina Jude Roldan

Massed Choir
Conductor, Hyejung Jun
Collaborative pianist, Dakota Scott-Digout
Collaborative Percussionist, Jamie Drake

Vichten Arr. Hart Rouge
Remember Stephan Chatman
Ain’t Gonna Let Nobody Turn Me Around Arr. Rollo Dillworth



Our Clinician: Dr. Hyejung Jun

Hyejung Jun is Assistant Professor of Choral Conducting at the University of British Columbia,
where she conducts the Choral Union, teaches Choral Literature, Choral Conducting Techniques,
and Private Lessons for graduate conducting students.

Dr. Jun has extensive experience as a singer, pianist, and conductor. Her performances have
been recognized for their sensitivity and excellence. Prior to coming to the United States, she
was the winner of the 2012 National Choral Conducting Competition in Seoul, South Korea. After
moving to the United States, she earned her Master of Music degree in Choral Conducting from
Emory University and completed her Doctor of Musical Arts degree in Choral Conducting at the
University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music. In 2018, she was awarded the May
Festival Conducting Fellowship with the internationally recognized May Festival Chorus in
Cincinnati, OH under the mentorship of Robert Porco, Director of Choruses of the May Festival
Chorus.

Choirs Featured

Bach Children's Chorus

Founded in 1987, the BCC is known for setting the
standard of musical literacy and education for community
choirs in Canada. All choir levels meet once per week in
Scarborough and participate in theory, sight-singing and
vocal development. Recent engagements include
performing for The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers
cine-concert at Meridian Hall (2024), recording audio and
video for a Nuit Blanche 2023 project and touring to Nova
Scotia (2023) and singing the treble chorus in Opera
Atelier’s production of Dido & Aeneas at the Elgin Theatre

(2022). Upcoming engagements include presenting a music literacy workshop and
pop-up concert in Montreal at PODIUM 2024, Choral Canada’s biennial conference,
singing with the Peterborough Singers for their performance of the Bach St. Matthew
Passion, and joining Pax Christi Chorale and the North York Concert Orchestra for a
performance of Carmina Burana at Meridian Arts Centre.



Canadian Children's Opera Company

Since its founding 55 years ago, the CCOC has
grown from a single chorus to a company that
expands over six choruses, reaching hundreds of
young people and their families annually through
its outreach initiatives, professional self-produced
operas, and performances and collaborations with
other renowned artists and leading arts
organizations in Canada. Members of the CCOC

appear regularly in the Canadian Opera Company’s productions, most recently in La
Bohème and The Cunning Little Vixen. The only permanent children’s opera company in
Canada, the CCOC has commissioned over a dozen major operatic works for children by
Canadian and international composers and librettists including Alice Ho, Marjorie Chan,
Robertson Davies, Harry Somers and Giancarlo Menotti. This season the CCOC presents
The Hobbit™, based on the classic tale by J.R.R. Tolkien, composed by Canadian
composer and librettist, Dean Burry.

Chorus Niagara Children’s Choir

"Chorus Niagara Children’s Choir (CNCC) is a growing
part of the Chorus Niagara family. Chorus Niagara
Children’s Choir offers children in the Niagara region the
opportunity to develop their musical knowledge, build
relationships and share their love of music with others.

Choir members receive a broad musical education which includes sight-singing, ear
training, music theory and vocal technique. CNCC has four choirs for children and youth:
Training, Intermediate, Concert, and Chamber Choirs. These choirs sing separately and
together, learning and performing music that is appropriate for their age and skill level.

CNCC perform in their own concerts and have had the honour of performing with
international artists such as Measha Brueggergosman and Pavlo Simtikidis. The CNCC
enjoys many performances with accomplished groups such as Chorus Niagara, the
Niagara Symphony Orchestra and Bravo Niagara! Festival of the Arts. The CNCC



Chamber Choir was invited to perform a cameo concert at the prestigious Podium
national choral festival in May 2020. The CNCC Concert Choir won a gold award at the
national competition MusicFest Canada in 2018 and 2023. CNCC performed in the virtual
music video “We Are the World” presented by Bravo Niagara Festival for the Arts, with
over 150 prominent artists from across Canada. They are frequent performers at the
FirstOntario Performing Arts Centre in St. Catharines. The Concert Choir performed at
Carnegie Hall in New York City under the direction of internationally renowned conductor
Elena Sharkova in June 2023."

Hamilton Children's Chorus

Heading into their 50th anniversary next season,
Hamilton Children’s Choir consistently dazzles audiences
with flexible choral tone, masterful interpretations of
repertoire, and a captivating, authentic stage presence.

HCC’s touring ensemble, Ilumini, has shared their passion with audiences across North
America, Europe, and Asia. Under the direction of Melanie Tellez, the choir's most recent
tour highlight is Europa Cantat Junior (Belgium, 2023). Under Zimfira Poloz, Ilumini has
attended World YCC Festival (Hong Kong, 2019), ACDA National Conference
(Minneapolis, 2017), ICFM World Symposium 2014 (South Korea, 2014), and Grand Prize,
International Choral Competition (China, 2013). In addition to gaining international
acclaim, HCC is proud to be an active part of Hamilton’s thriving arts community.

Oakville Choir for Children & Youth

Now in our 30th year, the Oakville Choir for Children and
Youth continues to provide exceptional music education
and leadership training to young people. The OC is
committed to fostering leadership skills through outstanding
choral music performance as we help young people ""Find
their voice!” and use it as a force for good in our community.

Conducted by Maria Conkey, United Voices (formerly RHV Sr.) is known across Canada
as a vocal ensemble with a high standard of artistic interpretation and performance
excellence. This ensemble has achieved national and international recognition over the



past 24 years, most recently with a Gold Medal win at the 8th World Choir Games in Riga,
Latvia. United Voices has also recorded five CDs, premiered over a dozen choral
commissions, and developed thriving partnerships with community organizations such as
ErinoaKids Centre and ArtHouse. Ranging in age from 13-19, singers are empowered to
contribute artistically through collaboration, improvisation, and sharing. The girls of
United Voices work together to build a dynamic sisterhood through singing.

Chamber Voices, co-conducted by Charlene Pauls and Maria Conkey, is a select group of
choristers from United Voices, who have attained a high level of vocal skill and
musicianship. These singers are frequently called upon to serve as ambassadors for our
community and leaders within the organization. This ensemble has also achieved notable
national and international recognition through competition achievements and
collaborative choral work.

Toronto Children’s Chorus

Founded in 1978 by Jean Ashworth Bartle, the Toronto
Children’s Chorus (TCC) is now celebrating its 46th concert
season. Over the course of its history, the TCC has won
numerous competitions, including the International Eisteddfod
in Wales and the CBC, Kathaumixw, and Let the Peoples Sing
Competitions in Canada. The choir has also performed at such
revered venues as Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center, the
Sydney Opera House, Royal Albert Hall, and The Dom in

Salzburg. In addition to their busy annual concert seasons, our young choral
ambassadors have represented Canada on thirty-one international tours and seven
national tours, most recently participating in ‘Voices Together: An International Youth
Choral Symposium’ in Washington, D.C., and performing at Carnegie Hall in New York
City in July 2023. The organization welcomed Artistic Director Zimfira Poloz in the fall of
2022 to lead this world-renowned chorus.

The Toronto Children's Chorus is a vibrant musical community that has been nurturing
young voices for generations. Through exceptional choral training and performance
experiences, we inspire growth, teamwork, and artistic excellence. We foster
collaboration, peer leadership, self-discipline, creativity and a lifelong passion for music.



Toronto Beaches Children’s and Youth Chorus

The Toronto Beaches Children’s and Youth Chorus was
founded in 2006 by artistic director Bronwen Low and
with the invaluable contribution of Joanne Mitchell,
director of drama. The choir is made up of children and
youth aged 4-18 from all over Scarborough and Toronto’s
East End. Past highlights: Concerts with the Toronto Welsh
Male Voice Choir; participation in the GTA Junior and

Senior Treble Festivals; Several musicals at the Berkeley Street Theatre; Toronto City Hall
Christmas Concerts, Distillery District Christmas Market Concerts; a Joint concert with the
Cathedral Bluffs Orchestra, and participation in TrypTych Concert Opera as members of
the chorus for a production of Hansel and Gretel. Past musical productions: Alice in
Wonderland, Grease, H.M.S. Pinafore, Into the Woods, James and the Giant Peach, The
Lion King, Oliver, Robin Hood, Shrek Jr., and The Wizard of Oz Past touring experiences:
Crossroads Children’s Chorus Festival (Nashville, 2014), DCINY Festival (Carnegie Hall,
NY, 2016), Serenade! International Choral Festival (Kennedy Center, Washington, DC,
2019), Earth Hour Concert with Choeur des Enfants de Montréal (Christ Church Cathedral,
Montreal, 2023). Upcoming: HarbourVOICES! Festival in Newfoundland, July 2024

Young Voices Toronto

Young Voices Toronto was founded in 1986 as the High
Park Girls Choir. In 2023 YVT is a vibrant and inclusive
co-educational musical community that fosters leadership,
confidence and humanity in its choristers. YVT has

programs for choristers ages 4 - 18 and is led by Artistic Director, Carole Anderson.
Through our commitment to artistic excellence and exceptional performance
opportunities, we strive to help young people understand the power of their own voice
and the power of music, in order to help shape a better world.



Collaborative Musicians, Massed Choir

Jamie Drake, Collaborative Percussionist

Described as “an incredibly musical percussionist” and as having an “impeccable sense
of time and feel”, Dr. Jamie Drake is a Toronto-based percussionist, drummer and
composer, and is the Assistant Professor of Percussion at Queen's University in Kingston,
Ontario. He received his Doctorate of Musical Arts from the University of Toronto, where
he studied with Dr. Aiyun Huang and Dr. Russell Hartenberger, and wrote his dissertation
on aspects of ritual and community in the percussion music of John Luther Adams. He
received his Master of Music from the San Francisco Conservatory of Music where he
studied with Jack van Geem, and also holds an A.R.C.T. in Piano Performance from the
Royal Conservatory of Music. His solo and chamber performances have included
premieres by Christos Hatzis, Elinor Armer and John Luther Adams. As a member of TorQ
Percussion Quartet, he has performed numerous concerts, workshops and educational
shows across Canada, the United States and Europe, and has been a soloist with
orchestras including the Toronto Symphony, Orchestre Symphonique de Montréal,
Buffalo Philharmonic and Kitchener Waterloo Symphony. A busy freelance percussionist,
he has performed with Evelyn Glennie, NEXUS, Esprit Orchestra, Continuum
Contemporary Music, Soundstreams, Amici, Niagara Symphony, Kingston Symphony,
Aradia Ensemble, and more. Jamie also serves as the percussionist and a member of the
artistic staff for the internationally renowned Hamilton Children’s Choir. He served as
interim percussion instructor at Acadia University, and as a composer, percussion
consultant, and performer for the second season of the CBC television show “Canada’s
Smartest Person”. He released his first solo album, Night, in July 2014.

Equally at home playing drum set, Jamie is fluent in a huge variety of styles, and is a
frequent collaborator with cabaret artist Sharron Matthews and is the
percussionist/drummer and assistant arranger for The Musical Stage Company’s
“UnCovered” Concert series. He has also collaborated with a wide range of vocalists,
including Divine Brown, Jully Black, Heather Bambrick, Louise Pitre, Elizabeth Shepherd,
Chloe Charles, and more. An active theatre musician, Jamie has played for more than 60
musicals, including Dora-winning and -nominated shows with Canadian Stage, Mirvish,
Young People’s Theatre, Sheridan College, and others. He has recorded music for the
Shaw Festival and is the percussionist on the 20th anniversary Off-Broadway recording
of Andrew Lippa’s “John and Jen”.



Jamie’s compositions and arrangements have been commissioned and performed by
TorQ Percussion Quartet, Mississauga Symphony Orchestra, Hamilton Children’s Choir,
Hillfield Strathallan College, and OnnanoKo Taiko, amongst others. One of his most
recent compositions, a multi-percussion solo entitled Chop Wood, Carry Water, is
included in the BSP Collective, published by Ox and Lamb. Upcoming projects include a
work for solo vibraphone and a composition for SSAA choir and percussion.

Dakota Scott-Digout, Collaborative Pianist

Originally from Nova Scotia, Toronto-based pianist Dakota Scott-Digout has been heard
in recital across North America as both a collaborator and soloist, gaining praise
particularly for his performances of chamber music and art song. Dakota serves on the
artistic team of the Toronto Children’s Chorus, the VOCA Chorus of Toronto, Nathaniel
Dett Chorale, and has enjoyed collaborations with the Elmer Isler Singers, Chroma Vocal
Ensemble, and That Choir. Recent projects have included an ongoing collaboration with
Echo Chamber Toronto in their production A World Transformed, which intertwines art
song and chamber music with dance. Additionally, Dakota was a featured artist alongside
soprano Tracy Cantin and tenor Marcel d’Entremont during Debut Atlantic’s 2022/2023
concert season. Dakota is highly sought after in Toronto as a collaborative pianist,
clinician, and serves as a pianist for voice performance classes at the University of
Toronto.

Dakota holds degrees in piano performance from Université de Montréal and Mount
Allison University. Currently, he is pursuing a Doctor of Musical Arts at the University of
Toronto where he was named the 2020 winner of the Gwendolyn Koldofsky Prize in
Accompanying, awarded to the top collaborative pianist at the Faculty of Music. He has
further refined his skills at the Orford Music Academy, Barachois Summer Music Festival,
Musique sur Mer with pianist Susan Manoff, and was an Art of Song Fellow as part of the
Toronto Summer Music Festival in the summer of 2021. His principal teachers have
included Stephen Runge, Jimmy Brière, and Steven Philcox. Particularly passionate about
French vocal repertoire, Dakota’s research interests are centred around early twentieth
century performance practice and the mélodies of Gabriel Fauré.

https://www.blackswamp.com/bsp-collective


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Artistic Staff from Represented Choirs
Zimfira Poloz
Melanie Tellez
Charissa Bagan
Maria Conkey and Charlene Pauls
Teri Dunn
Bronwen Low-Scott
Carole Anderson
Amanda Nelli

Administrative Staff from Represented Choirs
Charlotte Burrage
Dominic Eboña
Gillian Alexander
Caroline Suri
Clare Frejd

University of Toronto MacMillan Singers
Conductor Dr. Jamie Hillman
(Lunch Time performers)

Workshop Volunteers
Ania Suri
Tyrese Walters

Parent Volunteers
The Amazing TCC Riser Team!

Advertising and Marketing
Paige Mpeletzikas
Gillian Alexander
Aynur Shaikh

Photographer
Emily Rocha

Thank you for your support!


